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Regulatory Intelligence speaks to important figures in the compliance and financial arena to hear their thoughts and discuss wider
issues related to their fields. Today we talk to Robert Mazur.
Robert Mazur, New York Times bestselling author of "The Infiltrator", has earned international acclaim as one of the leading experts
on the financial escapades of the underworld. There is no one with more first-hand knowledge about how international banks and
businesses cater to those who own the nearly $2 trillion in criminal proceeds laundered annually. For years, in the eyes of organized
crime leaders he was a highly successful mob connected money launderer that helped manage their illicit fortunes. His clients, some of
the most famous and deadly drug cartel bosses, offered a $1/2 million price tag for his head when arrests were made around the world
and he was revealed to be a highly-trained U.S. federal undercover agent.
After completing a highly decorated 27-year career as a federal agent in three U.S. agencies, Robert is now president of KYC
Solutions, Inc., a firm that provides speaking, expert witness and consulting services to companies worldwide.
Which part of your job gives you the most satisfaction?
When I give thought to something I think is important to our profession, write an article about that, and get positive feedback from
people I respect and know have "been there – done that". It is especially rewarding to get that feedback from the many respected
professionals I know are totally committed to the cause.
What part of your job gives you the most frustration?
When I witness younger professionals in our industry that fail to study history and don't recognize the power prior truths bring to their
current day thinking.
What are the most significant forthcoming developments that you are concerned about, or you think the profession/industry
should be concerned with?
There is a tsunami of corruption that is impacting the rule of law in dozens of countries. When it becomes an everyday occurrence
that the brother of a President is imprisoned for life, that the evidence in his and other cases attest that the president of a country is on
the take of the cartels, that hard evidence confirms that senators, law enforcement leaders, and military generals are involved in drug
trafficking, and that this is happening in countries around the world, I'm gravely concerned.
How is this acceptable, and why aren't we all demanding accountability. When writing on these issues and interacting with media
leaders that cower at the thought of retribution, their passing on publishing truth frightens me. Corruption unchecked is a cancer to
democracy.
Which international regulatory development causes you the most concern?
We're kidding ourselves if we believe that public registries for shell companies will disclose true beneficial ownership in the big leagues
of crime. There are too many high-level professionals ready to "stand in" as nominees. It's what they are paid to do. Having worked
within the underworld for five years, I can tell you that there is no regulation that will make a difference within the elite of the criminal
world. That requires the aggressive application of unique resources that develop truly meaningful major criminal prosecutions.
What has been the biggest issue you have had to deal with in your professional career?
Threats.
What pearl of wisdom would you give to a budding compliance officer/MLRO?
Don't be peer pressured into doing the "same old" thing others tell you is acceptable. Think outside the box. Challenge facts until your
ethics tell you you've truly done your job.
What is the most amusing compliance/financial crime anecdote that you have come across?
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Watching account relationship managers convince management that compliance doesn't understand their client's business, and that
what appears to compliance to be risk is actually just normal business.
What has been your greatest professional achievement?
I hope I haven't yet achieved that. I’ll keep fighting the good fight shoulder to shoulder with thousands of dedicated professionals in our
industry. Show us the highest mountain you think we can't climb and we'll take it on tomorrow.
What do you do to relax?
Sorry, that’s between me, my maker, and those closest to my heart.
Can you recommend a restaurant to us?
Le Petit Re'tro in Paris.
More information about Mazur, his book and the film based on his life can be found at www.RobertMazur.com.
In the spring of 2022, Mazur’s new book, The Betrayal, will be released. It chronicles a 2½ year undercover assignment he carried out
subsequent to the events in his first book, The Infiltrator. His new book, which is also being developed as a motion picture, focuses not
only on his infiltration of Colombia’s Cali Cartel, corrupt banks, and American organized crime, but also addresses his near death at the
hands of a fellow undercover agent who secretly worked with the very Cali Cartel leaders that Mazur met undercover in many countries,
including Colombia.
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