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THE INFILTRATOR

More than that, he’s the author of The 

is in reality a compelling page-turner. It 
makes even the most riveting spy thrillers seem 
contrived and banal because, unlike them, it’s 

the crooks aren’t pantomime villains like Ernst 
Stavro Blofeld, they’re real hoods, some of them 
household names in the late 20th century.

In The Day of the Jackal – Frederick Forsyth’s 

to kill General De Gaulle – the assassin creates 

approximately his own age who died in childhood, 

applying for a passport in that name.

That dodge also features in , but 
Mazur gives much more of the underworld lowdown 
than just that: he shows in fascinating detail how 
big-time crooks create vast, complex webs of 
deception and intrigue to launder their ill-gotten 
gains, and, enthrallingly, some of the methods he 
used to bust them.

When SpeakGlobal caught up with Bob Mazur at 
his home in Tampa, Florida, he was welcoming and 
most forthcoming. He told us:
“These dirty bankers and commodities brokers taught 
me every trick in the book they used to help clients 
of all types hide fortunes from governments.  They 
didn’t only assist drug dealers. They used the same 
techniques to help major tax evaders, people dealing 
with prohibited nations, people pilfering from the 

For more than a quarter of a century, Robert Mazur was a U.S. 
federal agent who worked undercover to bring some of the biggest 
Medellín drug barons and the world’s most corrupt bankers to 
justice. He then ran his own investigative agency for 17 years. 
He is now a consultant who advises and lectures widely on risk 
management and anti-money laundering compliance. 
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treasuries of nations, terrorists, illegal arms dealers, 
etc, etc. 

 “The techniques they taught me are alive and well, 

All the paraphernalia of espionage is here – fake 
IDs; tape recorders in briefcases; hidden cameras, 
the works.  is also the clearest account 
SpeakGlobal has ever seen of exactly how bad guys 
clean dirty money. And, breathtakingly, none of 
it is a product of the imagination – it’s all exactly 
what went down, vividly described and accurate in 
every detail other than some names that have been 
changed to prevent real people disappearing or 
turning up dead.

 is an awesome achievement. 
Not much less amazing is the way it came about. 
It might never have been written had Bob Mazur 
not been hired as a consultant on the 2006 movie 
Miami Vice. Producer/writer/director Michael Mann 
was fascinated by Bob’s story (who wouldn’t be?) 
and wanted to read all about it. When Bob told him 
there was no book, Michael told him in no uncertain 
terms that there needed to be.

Fast forward three years:  is 
published by Little, Brown (it’s currently available 
in seven languages and on sale in 50 countries); 

full-length movie is now in post-production. 
After premiering at the Berlin International 
Film Festival, it will go on general release in 
August this year.

 How the contents were hidden.

 The Rolls-Royce that Bob drove during 
one of the undercover operations: major 
villains don’t go around in budget rentals, 
so he had to look the part.

  Diane Kruger and Bryan Cranston in 

 Sixteen suitcases seized in Detroit.

 What they contained. Each brick was 
usually $5,000 or $10,000 in total, 
wrapped with rubber bands.

1000+ 
 

the number of TV 
and radio broad-
casts Bob Mazur  
has made since 
retiring from active 
service on corrup-
tion in financial 
markets. 

  2$ trillion 
 

the estimated total 
of dirty money  
laundered globally 
every year.
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Bob Mazur has the warmth of a man for whom 
everything is now falling delightfully into place. 
A double life is a heavy burden, especially when 
one slip of the mask can cost you your life. But he’s 

knowledge that all his old enemies are either safely 
behind bars or dead, some by natural causes but 
plenty of others through the actions of the vigilante 
group Los Pepes, who wiped out many of the 
Medellín cartel leaders.

Above all, he’s really delighted with the way 
the movie has been going. He had no previous 
experience of Hollywood, but, like everyone else, 

there, the megalomania, so he expected the worst. 
All his expectations have been confounded. He says 
that he’s been doubly blessed: blessed to have in 

Brad (The Lincoln Lawyer) Furman a director who 
took a keen interest in the writer, and sought his 

State; interiors in a summerless London), and 
blessed in having as intelligent an actor as Bryan 
(Breaking Bad) Cranston playing Robert Musella 
(Bob’s undercover name).

 Bob Mazur (right) and a commercial pilot 
standing in front of the private jet used 
during the undercover operation that is the 
focus of .

Bob Mazur writes and talks 
outstandingly well about his 40 years’ 
experience, and he’s much more than an 
anecdotalist: he gives sound practical 
advice on money laundering prevention 
– the crooks are ahead of the game, 
but Mazur’s right up there with them. 
For further information, see www.
RobertMazur.com

 I met with senior executives… and recorded hundreds of 
conversations with corrupt members of the financial markets. 
At BCCI, I won over the confidence of board members and senior 
management. Once they were convinced I was a ‘bad guy’ and 
not an agent, they opened up. Once we prosecuted the bankers 
and the court gave them lengthy prison sentences, I was part 
of a debriefing team that picked their brains for months and 
squeezed details about their corrupt activities worldwide.  


